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12 B E L L W E T H E R  5 7
The Class of 2003 brought the number of
veterinarians who have graduated from Penn
to 5,944. This year’s class of 110 is composed
of 79 women and 31 men.
The 118th Commencement took place on
May 19 at the Zellerbach Theatre on campus.
Friends and families cheered as the graduating
class walked on stage. Associate Dean Jeffrey
A. Wortman, V’69, presided over the cere-
monies for the Dean. The graduating class had
requested two faculty speakers—Dr. Corrine
R. Sweeney, professor of medicine, and Ray
Sweeney, V’82, associate professor of medicine,
who took this last opportunity to encourage
their students to use the skills acquired at Penn
and to leave their mark on the profession.
The presentation of diplomas and hooding
is an emotional moment. This year Dr. Olena
Jacenko, Dean’s Awardee for Leadership in
Basic Science Education; Dr. Billy Smith, Carl J.
Norden Distinguished Teacher Awardee and
the Dean’s Awardee for Leadership in Clinical
Science Education; and Deputy Associate Dean
Charles D. Newton, did the honors.
Class President Jason Jon Cordeiro present-
ed comments and received the Class Flag from
James V. Stewart, V’68, president, Veterinary
Medical Alumni Society. Associate Dean
Wortman, assisted by Dr. Kenneth J. Drobatz,
Lindback Distinguished Teacher Awardee,
presented the prizes and senior awards. John
L. Enck, Jr., V’70, president of the Pennsylvania
Veterinary Medical Association, administered
the oath of office.
After all the formalities were over, grad-
uates and their families celebtrated on the























Corinne and Ray Sweeney
Jason Cordeiro and James Stewart
Jeff Wortman and Christine Connelly, chair of the
School’s Board of Overseers
                       





























































































1930 Class Prize in Surgery
Kimberly Anne Johnston
Auxiliary to the American Veteri-








American Association of Feline
Practitioners Award
Jessica Ann Chavkin
American College of Veterinary
Radiology Award
Erik Steven Herrema
American College of Veterinary
Surgeons Prizes
Small Animal Surgery Prize
Herbert William 
Maisenbacher III
Large Animal Surgery Prize
Kimberly Anne Johnston











Emergency and Critical Care
Meredith Leigh Daly
James Hazlitt Jones Prize in
Biochemistry
Lisa Perlman Harwood
Large Animal Medicine Prize
Christine Ashley Starer
Large Animal Surgery Prize






1956 Class Medal for
Achievement in Pathology
Jessica Ann Chavkin

















Morris L. Ziskind Prize 
in Food Animal Medicine
Amber Joelle Itle


























*** Summa Cum Laude
**   Magna Cum Laude
*     Cum Laude
Award Recipients
                                                                   
